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The world is asking something of us right now: to stay connected when it would be
easier to withdraw, to choose hope when the path forward feels uncertain, to imagine
what comes next. Creativity is how we answer that call.

This year, with your help, more than 60,000 Minnesotans found connection, shared
their stories, and envisioned new possibilities through COMPAS workshops,
residencies, and performances.

A fifth grader asked her parents to change their vacation plans so she would not miss a
single day of a songwriting residency at her school.

A student who had been unsure of his writing skills proudly signed a copy of his poem
for his teacher when it was selected for publication. 

A woman who was unhoused walked into a mental health drop-in center, noticed
people decorating ceramic dishes, and for a while did not have to be anything other
than someone making something beautiful.

Moments like these are how connection takes root and communities grow stronger.
This year, because of the COMPAS community, there were thousands more just like
them.

Thank you for making sure every Minnesotan has the chance to create, because what
we imagine together takes shape in the world around us.

With gratitude and hope,

 

Executive Director

 

Board President
DAWNE BROWN WHITE LIZ SHEETS

Dear COMPAS Friends,

A MESSAGE FROM LEADERSHIP
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Minnesota thrives when all of
us have access to creative

opportunities that enrich lives
and communities.

COMPAS delivers creative
experiences that unleash the

potential within all of us.

Our Vision

Our Mission
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“Celebrating 50 Years, and the
People Who Made It Possible

More than fifty years ago, COMPAS was
founded on the belief that creativity
belongs to everyone. This year, that belief
was affirmed and celebrated from the
stages of North Minneapolis to the
libraries of the Arrowhead region, as
COMPAS navigated headwinds and
milestones alike, remaining steadfast in its
mission to put creativity in the hands of
Minnesotans, regardless of age,
background or skill. 

Building Community Through Creativity

Molly Taylor (formerly LaBerge), the founder of COMPAS

This year marked the continuation of
COMPAS’s 50  anniversary celebration.  th

Minnesota Governor Tim Walz and
Lieutenant Governor Peggy Flanagan
honored the occasion with a Certificate of
Recognition, affirming that creative
education is not a luxury but a cornerstone
of Minnesota’s identity. The anniversary
was woven throughout the year’s work: in
the publication of “Move Hands Down to
Heart,” COMPAS’s 45  annual anthology
of student writing; in nine new Teaching
Artists welcomed to our roster; and in
continued partnerships across the state
that have made COMPAS a trusted
creative force for generations.

th
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Thanks to the generosity of donors, young artists are finding new ways to

express themselves, connect with others, and celebrate their creativity through

COMPAS programs like Emerging Young Artist.

COMPAS’s fourth annual
Emerging Young Artists
(EYA) Award Show and
Gallery Exhibition, held in
March at Landmark Center
in downtown Saint Paul,
drew 135 young artists
from the East Metro who
submitted 287 pieces of
visual art. 

Sixty-two pieces were
selected for the juried
exhibition, and $9,200 in
awards was distributed to
twenty emerging artists. 

The opening event crackled
with the energy of young
people who had something
to say, and an audience
ready to listen. During the
exhibit’s month-long run,
thousands of people
enjoyed and celebrated the
talent and creativity of
these young artists.

If there is one theme that defined this

year, it is the power of young people to

create, lead, and inspire.

Images from COMPAS’s fourth annual Emerging Young
Artist award show and gallery exhibition launch event.
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Older adults banished loneliness and were inspired by
transformative, creative experiences during programs
in residential and day program settings.

Minnesotans experienced the uplifting power of creativity
through programs in community spaces like parks and
libraries, youth programs, social service agencies, and
more, turning these everyday places into vibrant hubs.

Minnesotans were energized by Arts in Healthcare
programs, which offered outlets for self-expression,
reducing stress, improving well-being, and fostering
meaningful connections.

Thanks to you, communities across the state were energized and uplifted through
artist-led creative programs in libraries; shelters for those facing homelessness or

domestic violence; social service organizations supporting individuals with physical,
intellectual, or mental health disabilities; jails; youth organizations; community

centers; and more. 

4,198

36,322

13,880

COMPAS PROGRAMS

CREATIVE COMMUNITY

You inspired thousands of Minnesotans!
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The number of students that connected
with a COMPAS teaching artist at school.

The number of hours COMPAS teaching artists
connected with students, enriching their lives, and
inspiring them with creative experiences that foster
connection, growth, and self-expression.

The total number of people of all ages who experienced
the power of creativity through COMPAS programs this
year. The result was vibrant works of art, unique stories,
and the discovery of boundless possibilities through
hands-on artistic expression.

Thanks to you, classrooms across the state were transformed into vibrant spaces of
discovery and creativity, where K-12 students explored new ideas, expressed

themselves through the arts, and found inspiration that will fuel their growth and
learning for years to come.

3,312

24,787

60,707

COMPAS PROGRAMS

CREATIVE CLASSROOM

You ignited learning for students across Minnesota!
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In classrooms across Minnesota,
young writers found their voices
through COMPAS residencies. 

Roman T., an 8th grader from
South View Middle School,
captured the experience of being a
young person of color in America
through a poem that moved
audiences to tears at the “Move
Hands Down to Heart” publication
celebration at the Minnesota
History Center.. 

“When I started in early 8th grade, I
never really thought I liked writing,”
he said. “After meeting [COMPAS
Teaching Artist] Frank Sentwali,
and writing my first poem, I
realized it’s kind of relaxing for me.
It helps me bring out my inner
feelings.”

Young authors sharing their work at the anthology reading.

COMPAS Student Anthology

Move Hands Down To Heart
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Marie Koroma, Grade 2
Eagle Point Elementary, Oakdale

Teaching Artist: Desdamona

I am from Nigeria and Minnesota

I am from mom, dad, sis, cousin and friends

I am from the taste of pizza with chicken and gooey cheese

I am from Sanfrioland and Wisconsin Dells

I am from art, dance and track

I am Marie I Koroma

Where I’m From

45TH ANTHOLOGY OF STUDENT 
Move Hands Down to Heart

Young authors whose work was included in the 2023-24
COMPAS Anthology of Student Writing. The photo was

taken at the annual anthology reading event at the
Minnesota History Center.
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The Saint Paul Get Down, in
its second year, deepened its
impact as a hub for youth hip
hop artists ages 14 to 24. 

With COMPAS providing
mentorship through Teaching
Artist Terrell X and staff
leader Jes Reyes, 16 talented
young artists were selected
from 70 applicants. 

One participant, Myallo,
parlayed his experience into
an invitation to perform
piano at Saint Paul Mayor
Melvin Carter's address.
"That would have never
happened if I didn't do this
program," he reflected. "It
made me believe anything is
possible."

Participants of the Saint Paul Get Down

Saint Paul Get Down

10



COMPAS's commitment to
lifelong creativity was equally
vivid in its work with older
adults. 

Teaching Artist Mike Hazard
spent a week at Cassia's
Elim Oasis Adult Day Center
in Princeton, MN, where
participants, some of whom
had never taken a
photograph before, used
cameras to capture stained
glass, bold colors, and one
another. 

The camera became more
than a tool. It became a
mirror. A window. And a way
to connect.

Ultimately, this wasn’t just
about using a camera. It was
about noticing. About
connecting. About sharing
joy.

Creativity Across Generations

Photos: Residents of Elim Oasis workshop
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COMPAS extended its reach across the state in significant ways. Teaching Artist Charlie

Maguire toured the Arrowhead region with his concert Going to Bartalina: Songs and Stories

of Commercial Sailing on the Great Lakes, marking the 50th anniversary of the Edmund

Fitzgerald's sinking. One audience member in her 80s missed her ride to one of the

performances and hitchhiked 25 miles to attend. As Charlie put it: "Never underestimate

the women of the Minnesota Iron Range."

Creativity Across Minnesota

COMPAS Teaching Artists were also the

creative engine behind summer programs

at the Science Museum of Minnesota,

Hennepin County Libraries, and Park

Square Theatre, bringing art, story, and

discovery to thousands of young people

across the metro.

In Edina, a haiku project at Countryside

Elementary led to more than 500 poems

written by students, and a touching

exchange between a student and her bus

driver, who responded to a gifted haiku

with a rhyming ode of her own. Small

moments, lasting connections.

Summer Fun Meaningful Connections 
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Available anywhere you download podcasts
or at creativityontap.buzzsprout.com

 

Creativity on Tap

OUR PODCAST

Creativity and the World

COMPAS added its voice to many meaningful
conversations about the role of creativity in addressing
today’s most pressing challenges on our podcast,
“Creativity on Tap.” 

This year, we were also proud to join the family of
podcasts on Saint Paul’s WFNU Frogtown Radio (94.1
FM, in the 5-mile radius around University and Dale
avenues), where our show can now be heard weekly.

Host Frank Sentwali 
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Facing the Headwinds

This year was not without its challenges. In the spring, COMPAS learned that its National
Endowment for the Arts grant had been terminated due to shifting national funding priorities. The
grant had supported the Emerging Young Artists program, enabling 59 students to exhibit their work
in a month-long gallery and bringing COMPAS Teaching Artists to more than 600 students through
in-school residencies.

COMPAS responded with transparency, advocacy, and resolve. The organization called on
supporters to contact elected officials, shared its story publicly, and stood in solidarity with arts
organizations across Minnesota and the country facing similar losses. In a commentary responding
to a Minnesota Star Tribune investigation into declining arts funding, Executive Director Dawne
Brown White and Board President Liz Tunheim Sheets wrote, “Creativity is a human right. Let’s
ensure every Minnesotan has the chance to embrace it.”

To meet the moment, COMPAS also opened its Home Studio program, an online library of creative
workshops led by its roster of Teaching Artists, to all Minnesotans at no cost.
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS

NONE OF THIS

WOULD BE POSSIBLE

WITHOUT YOU.

Your generosity fuels our mission to ensure
every Minnesotan has access to creative
experiences that inspire and empower. 

Thank you for being an essential part of 
this shared journey. We are deeply grateful

for your support and belief in the arts 
as a force for good in our world.
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Foundations & Corporations

 

Government

3M Foundation

Fred C. and Katherine B.
Anderson Foundation

Hugh J. Andersen
Foundation

Anonymous (2)

Julie and Doug Baker Jr.
Foundation

Bank of America1

Lillian Wright & C. Emil
Berglund Foundation

Best Buy Foundation

Boss Foundation

Bremer Foundation

Butler Community Fund

Patrick and Aimee Butler
Family Foundation

Carolyn Foundation

Chorus America

Dorsey, Whitney LLP2

Ecolab

1. Includes matching gifts

2. In-kind donation 

Hardenbergh Foundation

Lloyd K. Johnson Foundation

Jane McCarthy Fund of the
Minneapolis Foundation

Minnesota Humanities
Center

Poehler-Stremel Charitable
Trust

PRN Alumni Foundation INC

RBC Wealth Management1

Margaret Rivers Fund

Saint Paul & Minnesota
Foundation

Saint Paul Jaycees
Charitable Foundation

Sheltering Arms Foundation

SmartPress2

The Soener Foundation

Stevens Square Foundation

Thomson Reuters1

James R. Thorpe Foundation

Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans1

The Travelers Companies,
Inc.1

U.S. Bank Foundation1

Archie D. and Bertha H.
Walker Foundation
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Rodgers and Ruth Adams

Dan Adolphson and 
Keith Seifert

Susan and Louis Ainsworth

Nancy L. Alexis

Kevin and Jill Ambrus

Caroline Anderson

Elwood Anderson

Katherine Anderson

Lindsey and Troy Anderson

Anonymous (7)

Anonymous (1)  5

Jeannette Appold

Lisa Arnold

Michael Arturi

Joanne and David Backlund

Beverly Bajus

Mary and Carl Bandt

Virginia Barzan Charitable Fund 

Roger Battreall and Jayne Funk
Lynne and Bruce Beck

Charlene Behne

Richard and Catherine Bendel

Ellen Bendel-Stenzel

Randy and Marcy Betcher

Carol Bishop

Iren and Trevor Bishop

Walter and Jacqui Blue

Cheryl Bock and Kevin Rehnberg

John Bowen & Vicki Carlson Charitable Fund 7

Matt Bowers

Stephen & Rebecca Briggs Family Charitable Fund

Carleton Brookins

Cory Brunson

Jane Bungum6

Joshua Burke and Penny Thompson-Burke

Amie Burnett and Laura Walsh

Jeff & Susan Byers Giving Account

Maria Cancino

Ruth Carp

Phyllis Casper

Center for Purposeful Leadership

Cheng Family Fund

Sonja and Edward Cheng

Judy and Kevin Corrigan

Mike Corrigan

Bill and Pat Cotter

Thomas E. Davis

Craig W. Dawson

Ann Dayton

John and Virginia Dell

Lynn Dierking  6

Melissa and Ben Drwall-Hrad

Individual Donors
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Craig Dunn and Candice Hart

Grace and Keith Dyrud

Ted and Julie Dyste Family Fund of the Minneapolis

Foundation

Robert Einweck and Rod Coyour

Sara Erdman

Lucas Corty Erickson

Lucas Erickson Fund of the Minneapolis

Foundation

Parker and Alexis Erickson

Sarah Fastner and Peter Maselter

Heidi Fehlhaber

Nancy and Tom Feinthel

Sylvester Fernandez and Eileen Binek

Gordon Fink and Carol Gardner

Rachael Fish Charitable Fund  6

Sally G. Fisher

Steven and Karen Flink

Sharon and Ivan Fong Family Fund

Carolyn Forsell

Paul Fox

Jana Freeburg Hecker  4

Nancy H. Fushan

Patience and Bruce Gall

Paul and Queenie Gam

Janet and Philip Garcia

Jessica and Mike Gessner

Rochell Gifford

Meri Golden and Thomas Homme

Jeffrey H. Goldenberg

William Goldenberg

Sharon K. Goligowski

Katherine Goodrich

Kathleen Graham  6

Sam Greene

James and Nancy Guerino

Jon Haakenson

Kathryn and Paul Habegger

James and Judith Hartmann

Sara and Steve Hasse

Steve  and Annie Hawley

Jeff Haydock

Michael Hazard

Barbara Ann Herrmann

Thomas Hestwood

Kenneth and Arlene Holdeman

Libby Holmes and Nathan Haines

Stanley and Jane Hooper

Barbara P. Hovey

Erin Hoxmeier

Anne Hunter and Scott Taylor

Jay Isenberg and Lynda Monick-Isenberg

Individual Donors
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Emily M. Isenberg-Jones

Jenna Jehowski

Charles M. Johnson

Ingrid Johnson

Catherine and Guy Jones

Lennie and Jill Kaufman

Brittany and Matthew Keefe

Sophie Kelley

Neda Kellogg

The Lauren M & Jeffery R Kiesel Family Fund

Loretta Kimmet-Mobley and Andy Mobley

Christian and Bryn King

Vincent and Barbara King

Karen Kinoshita

Tom Kirchhoff  6

Dana and Lori Klimp Charitable Giving Fund

Julie Klosterman & Don Bolgrean Charitable Fund

Ellen Kniebel

Ryan Kopperud and Jen Kaplan

Herbert Kritzer

Marit Lee Kucera

Diane and William Kuhlmann

Gloria Kumagai and Steve Savitt

Jean M. Kummerow

Sheila M Landgraf (6)

Donald and Donna Landsverk

Kenyon S. Latham Jr.

Mark and Nancy Lawrence

Debbie Lee

Andrew Leizens

Irving and Gwen Lerner

Lu Li

Nan Lightner

Joan and Erik Linck

Julie Kay Lindholm  6

Stephanie Lisson

Lockhart Family Fund

Brenda Lockwood

Betsy Lofgren and Paul Clausen

Amy and Mark Lucas

Richard and Jean Lynch Fund of the Catholic 

     Community Foundation

Lynn Macal  6

Shakun Maheshwari

Barbara and Paul Malamen

Kathleen H. Malchow

Carol Malkinson Charitable Fund

Laurence and Karin Margolis

Luana L. Marrier Holecek

Samantha and Victor Massaglia

John & Michele Mattila  6

Kristine Mattila  6

Individual Donors



Barbara Mauk

John and Paula McClung

Layl McDill

Donn and Bonnie McLellan

William McTeer

Peter and Catherine Meier

Alice Middleton

David Miller

Ilene Krug Mojsilov

Barbara Moon  3

Suzanne Murphy

Patricia Neal

Lois Neighbors  6

Beth Nelson

Sally Newbury and Crystal Ruiz

Cindy and Kris Nielsen

Robert and M. Emily Nieters

Bina and Bob Nikrin

Chiaki and Daniel O'Brien

Susan Olsen and Mark Smith

Judy and Douglas Osland

Kim Osland

Barbara L Outcelt  6

Wendy and Matt Patrick

Jennifer and Zack Pelletier

Lauri L. Perman  6

Cheryl Persigehl

Bradway and Sandra Phillips

Anne Pick

Buzz and Carolyn Pierce Family Fund of the 

     Minneapolis Foundation

Jamie Plesser

Louis and Ea Porter

Jeffrey Prauer and Barbara Grossman

David and Susan Price

Steve and Terry Quigley

Daniel Rieppel

Tracy Robertson

Ronald and Debra Rogan Fund

Gregory T. Rotter

Greta Rudolph

James Rustad and Kay Thomas

Ryan Family Donor Advised Fund

Mary Sabatke

A. William and Susan Sands

Andrea Satter

Kathryn Schleich

Katie Schmieg

Wayne and Anne Schmieg

Sara Schulz

Virginia Schumacher

Ruth Ann Schumeister

Individual Donors
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Debra A. Serum

Jerald and Leona Shannon

Daniel and Emily Shapiro

Elizabeth and Matthew Sheets

Joyce and James Sidman Fund

Yulonda Sims

Virajita and Arvind Singh

Jill Skogheim

H. Douglas and Mary Smith

Howell K. Smith II

James and Joanne Smith

James N. Smola

Spencer Sokoly

Stephen & Alicen Spaulding Charitable

Michael & Catherine Spengler Charitable Fund

James and Josie St Peter

Mimi and Jim Stake

Roxanne and Jon Stender

Sterncow Family Fund

Marlene Stoehr  6

Cynthia C. Stokes

Mary Kay Stranik

Irene Suddard

Sonya and Daniel Šustáček

Ross Sutter and Mary Lofgren

Michael and Nina Sweeney

Anne Tallman

Hazel Tanner

Naren Tao

Kay A. Thomas Fund of the St. Paul & Minnesota    

     Foundation  8

Jacqueline Thompson

Lauren Thron

Jacob Timmons

Robin J Torgerson Charitable Fund

Yvette and John Trotman

Sherry Tsao-Leung

Kathryn Tunheim

Angela Urbanek

Joel Van Valin

Kathy and Bill Vanderwall

Kim and Jan Vanderwall

Karen R. Viskochil

Sara Voigts

John P. Vuchetich

Robert Warshawsky

Jonathan and Lydia Wentz

Jean M. West  9

Dawne Brown White

John and Sandra White

Jessie Whittaker

Thomas and Barbara Wiberg

Individual Donors
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Paul and Janice Wicklund

Ruth Wolf

Maryann Wycoff

Toni Yeamans

Individual Donors

3. In honor of Joseph Bursch

4.In honor of Dawne and all the COMPAS staff--congrats on 50 years!

5.In honor of the teaching artists

6.In memory of Harlan Stoehr

7.In memory of Molly Taylor

8.In memory of David White

9.Creative Legacy Circle gift
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Financial Summary: Revenue & Expenses
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Executive

Committee

 

Board Members

 

 

Liz Sheets, President
Tunheim

Mimi Stake, Vice
President,
Development
3M, Retired

Amy Lucas, Secretary
Landscape Research
LLC

Steve Hawley, Ph.D.,
Treasurer
Mayo Clinic

Lindsey Andersen,
Finance Committee
RBC Wealth Management

Iren Bishop, Finance
Committee
Target Corporation

Ann Dayton,
Development
Committee
Carlton College

*Brittany Keefe,
Human Resources
Chair
DANCECO
Performance Company

Virajita Singh, DEI
Committee Chair
Minneapolis Institute of
Arts (MIA)

Ryan Kopperud
MarCom Committee
Chair 
SalesMessage, Inc

 

.

 

Melissa Drwall-Hrad, 
Strategic Planning Committee
Travelers Companies, Inc.

Heidi Fehlhaber
MarCom Committee
Digi-Key Electronics

Jessica Gessner, 
MarCom Committee
Solventum, Global Channel
Services

Jeff Goldenberg,
Finance Committee
Press Gold Group

James (Jamie) Plesser
MarCom Committee
University of Minnesota, Carlson
School of Management

Louis Porter II, Ph.D.
Artist Focus Groups Ctte.
University of St. Thomas -
Doherty School of Minneapolis

Greta (Margaret) Rudolph, JD
Strategic Planning Ctte.
8 Bridges Workshop

Sonya Šustáček
Development Committee
Travelers Companies, Inc.

Our Board
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At-Large Members

Andrew Leizens, Vice
President, Strategic
Planning, MarCom Ctte.
RBC Wealth
Management

Yvette Trotman, Past-
President
Retired, Minneapolis
Community and
Technical College
(MCTC) *board membership through

Dec. 2024



 

 

Board Members Continued
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Our Board
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Emeritus Board

Anne Tallman
Bremer Bank

Lauren Thron
3M Company

Cheryl Bock

Roderic Southall

COMPAS staff at Creativity Unleashed fundraiser
ragraph text
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Dawne Brown White
Executive Director

Julie Strand (through November)
Arts Program Director

Amanda Hestwood
Arts Program Director

Joan Humphrey Linck
Director of Strategic Development

Samantha Massaglia
Director of Marketing &
Communications

Frank Sentwali Gardner
Principal Teaching Artist

Brittany Keefe
Arts Program Manager (Youth)

Katie Schmieg Miller
Arts Program Manager

Jes Reyes
Arts Program Manager

Elwyn Ruud
Northwest Area Arts Coordinator

Emrys Yang
Arts Program Coordinator

Briana Beeman
Intern

Adam Peoples
Intern

Our Team
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COMPAS is an arts education nonprofit that puts creativity in the hands of
Minnesotans, regardless of their age, background, or skills. Based in the Minneapolis-
Saint Paul metro area, COMPAS teaching artists deliver creative experiences and arts
programming across Minnesota.

Together, we can continue to spark creativity, empower individuals, and help
communities thrive through the arts. Your support makes it possible to bring the
transformative power of creativity to those who need it most.

 Please visit compas.org/donate to give today.

©2025 COMPAS
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