


You turn dreams into reality!

Dear COMPAS friends,

What a milestone year this has been as we celebrate our 50th anniversary!

Thanks to your support, more than 49,000 of your friends, family, and neighbors explored
their creative potential in COMPAS programs. Through painting, writing, performing, and
more, they gave voice to their ideas and experiences—opportunities to connect, heal, and

grow.

This year also reminded us of creativity's power to inspire, adapt, and unite. As part of our
anniversary celebration, we launched Creativity Saves the World, a year-long initiative
exploring how creativity can address today’s challenges. This report highlights this important

work. Creativity forges bonds, overcomes division, and shapes a brighter future.

At COMPAS, we see this daily: a child finding their voice in spoken word poetry, a teen
building confidence through hip hop, or an elder capturing beauty while painting. Creativity

transforms lives.

Your support makes this possible. Together, we're ensuring every Minnesotan has the chance

to create, connect, and thrive.

Thank you for believing in creativity and helping build a brighter, more connected future, one

story, brushstroke, and note at a time.

With gratitude and excitement,

@/M M -l'\ i\\-\ﬁ,ul\'o
Dawne Brown White Liz Sheets

Executive Director Board President



L 8
B
1

1

- -
[

,I " «g A 3 ;‘ ‘ s in

Young artists whose work was included in the 2024
Emerging Young Artist Juried Art Show and Gallery Exhibition
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MISSION

COMPAS delivers creative experiences that unleash
the potential within all of us.

VISION

Minnesota thrives when all of us have access to
creative opportunities that enrich lives and
communities.



Building community through creativity

Did you know creativity can bring joy, purpose, and connection to older adults? When they get the
chance to create, whether it's through painting, music, dance, or storytelling, it's more than just a fun
activity. It's a way to feel valued, to connect with others, and to rediscover the joy of making something

meaningful.

Thanks to donors like you, COMPAS teaching artists make these moments happen daily. They
show older adults that their stories matter, their voices are powerful, and it's never too late to

create something special. That's the impact of your support.

Nowhere is this more evident than in the story of “This Lyngblomsten Stew,” a project that celebrates

the unique magic that happens when art becomes a bridge between people.

“We started as strangers, but we came out as friends. “

“This simple yet powerful sentiment perfectly captures the
heart of “This Lyngblomsten Stew,” a song created by 10
residents at Lyngblomsten Apartments, a residence for
older adults in St. Paul. Guided by PolkaSol, a trio of Twin
Cities musicians and COMPAS teaching artists, the group
came together through the COMPAS Artful Aging™

program to share their stories and create something truly = W e Pol:kaso
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special.

Over nine weeks, participants explored songwriting, learned about music, and contributed lyrics that
reflected their diverse lives and experiences. What began as strangers gathering to make a song became a
celebration of community and connection. As a result, This Lyngblomsten Stew became more than music;
it became a reflection of the group itself. As Holly Nelson, Director of Lifelong Learning & the Arts at
Lyngblomsten, said, “The title is a wonderful metaphor for our community. Individuals from all walks of life

came together, shared their stories, and created something unique.”

For many participants, the experience was truly transformative. One person shared, “This made me feel
alive again. It reminded me that | still have something to offer.” Moments like these highlight just how vital
creative experiences are for older adults. Research shows that engaging in the arts boosts mental health,
sparks joy, and renews purpose.

Read the rest of the story on the next page.



This Lyngblomsten Stew

Thanks to the generosity of donors, older adults
are finding new ways to express themselves,
connect with others, and celebrate their

creativity through COMPAS programs.

“This Lyngblomsten Stew” is just one beautiful
example of the harmony that occurs when art

and community come together

Young aut ors wh work was’ mc&ud%d in tb&!l-zs — P
COMPAS Anthology of Student Writing. The photo was taken at'nthe annual
‘ anthol"' 'read\?event at the anesota Hlstory G’énter




Celebrating 50

Years of Creatlwty/

In March, COMPAS launched its 50th-anniversary year along with Creativity Saves the World, a yearlong
initiative celebrating creativity’s role in shaping a future of equity, justice, and inclusivity. Here are some

highlights of Creativity Saves the World (thus far!).

Emerging Young Artists

The 50th anniversary year kicked off on March 7th at
COMPAS'’s 3rd annual Emerging Young Artists Award
Show and Gallery Exhibition Launch.

Eighty-two students from the East Metro submitted 571
total art pieces. Forty-eight were selected by the jury for
inclusion in the exhibit. Seventeen awards were given to
the emerging artists at the award show.

Award-winning young artist

Creativity on Tap Podcast

We launched a podcast this year called Creativity on
Tap. Each episode brings together educators, artists,
entrepreneurs, elected officials, parents, and other
community leaders to discuss creativity and explore
the question: What is creativity, and how can it solve
the unique challenges facing today’s world?

Find Creativity on Tap on Spotify, Apple Podcasts,
YouTube, and its web home at:

Host Frank Sentwali recordmg ,

an episode with young artists

creativityontap.buzzsprout.com.



Celebrating 50

Years of Creativity
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My Heart, Like a River

If my heart was a river, it would be spilling over the banks
Sunshine, reflecting light onto all the things that surround it
Like love beaming onto others

A warm current rushing through, as
happiness spreads throughout
Sometimes, this river may be frozen

A hard layer of ice covering,
protecting the flowing water
underneath It takes time to get
through that ice

But underneath you find wonderful things
Graceyn Kvsager, Grade 8

Red Lake County Central School, Oklee
Teaching Artist: Desdamona

This year marks the 44th anthology of student writing:

a fire, a river, a window



Celebrating 50
Years of Creativity
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COMPAS in the News

This year, our work was highlighted in several media outlets, showcasing the impact of our programs and
the creativity we bring to communities, thanks to the support of our donors. These opportunities amplified

our mission and introduced our work to new audiences, helping build greater awareness and support for our
initiatives.




COMPAS Programs:

Creative Community
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You inspired thousands of Minnesotans!!

Thanks to you, communities across the state were energized and uplifted through artist-led creative
programs in libraries, shelters for those facing homelessness or domestic violence, social service
organizations supporting individuals with physical, intellectual, or mental health disabilities, jails, youth
organizations, community centers, and more.

Older adults banished loneliness and were
inspired by transformative, creative
experiences during programs in residential
and day program settings.

Minnesotans experienced the uplifting power
of creativity through programs in community
spaces like parks and libraries, youth
programs, social service agencies, and more,
turning these everyday places into vibrant
hubs.

Minnesotans were energized by Arts in
Healthcare programs, which offered outlets
for self-expression, reducing stress,
improving well-being, and fostering
meaningful connections.



COMPAS Programs:

Creative Classroom
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You ignited learning for students across Minnesotal!

Thanks to you, classrooms across the state were transformed into vibrant spaces of discovery and
creativity, where K-12 students explored new ideas, expressed themselves through the arts, and found
inspiration that will fuel their growth and learning for years to come.

The number of students that connected with

a COMPAS teaching artist at school.

The number of hours COMPAS teaching
artists connected with students, enriching
their lives, and inspiring them with creative
experiences that foster connection, growth,
and self-expression.

The total number of people of all ages who
experienced the power of creativity through
COMPAS programs this year. The result was
vibrant works of art, unique stories, and the
discovery of boundless possibilities through
hands-on artistic expression.




We thank our FY 24 donors!

Foundations &
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3M Foundation (1)
Allin One Accounting

Ameriprise Financial (1)

Fred C. and Katherine B. Andersen Foundation
Hugh J. Andersen Foundation

Anonymous 2 (1)

The Julie and Doug Baker, Jr. Foundation
Lillian Wright & C. Emil Berglund Foundation
Best Buy Foundation

F. R. Bigelow Foundation

Boss Foundation

Butler Community Fund

Patrick and Aimee Butler Family Foundation
Carolyn Foundation

Chorus America

Ecolab (1)

Hardenbergh Foundation

Hewlett Packard (1)

Jamf Software (1)

Art and Martha Kaemmer Fund of HRK Foundation
Minnesota Humanities Center
Poehler-Stremel Charitable Trust

RBC Wealth Management (1)

Margaret Rivers Fund

Roseville Area Community Foundation (2)

Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation

Saint Paul Jaycees Charitable Foundation (2)
Securian Financial Foundation

Sheltering Arms Foundation

Gladys M. Smith and Jane McCarthy Funds of
The Minneapolis Foundation

Stevens Square Foundation

Thomson Reuters (1)

James R. Thorpe Foundation

The Travelers Companies, Inc. (1)

Archie D. and Bertha H. Walker Foundation
Yield Giving

(1) Includes matching gifts
(2) Denotes gifts in memory of David White

Government

Th|s activity is made possible by
the voters of Minnesota through
a grant from the Minnesota
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W A\l ER legislative appropriation from the
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Rodgers & Ruth Adams

Dan Adolphson & Keith Seifert

Susan & Louis Ainsworth
Nancy L. Alexis

Virginia & Craig Allen (2)
Keven & Jill Ambrus

Kathy Anderson

Lindsey & Troy Anderson
Georgene & James Angrist
Anonymous -15 (8)

Lisa Arnold

Joanne & David Backlund (3)
Beverly Bajus (5)

Mary & Carl Bandt

Roger Battreall & Jayne Funk
James & Leslie Becker
Charlene Behne

Ellen Bendel-Stenzel

Randy & Marcy Betcher
Carol Bishop

Iren & Trevor Bishop

Walter & Jacqui Blue

Cheryl Bock & Kevin Rehnberg
John Bowen & Vicki Carlson Charitable

Fund at Schwab Charitable
Matt Bowers

Elizabeth Boyd

Margee & Will Bracken
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Joshua Burke & Penny Thompson-

Burke
Malia Burkhart
Amie Burnett & Laura Walsh

Cory Brunson

Jeff & Susan Byers Giving Account
Maria Cancino

Ruth Carp

Sally Centner

Erin Dady

Thomas E. Davis

Craig W. Dawson

Ann Dayton

John & Virginia Dell

Loralee DiLorenzo

Melissa & Ben Drwall-Hrad

Chad & Angie Duerkop (2)

Craig Dunn & Candice Hart
Grace & Keith Dyrud

Ted & Julie Dyste Family Fund of the
Minneapolis Foundation
Robert Einweck & Rod Coyour
Rose & Scott Elliott

Lucas Corty Erickson

Lucas Erickson Fund of the
Minneapolis Foundation

Amy Farsht

Sarah Fastner & Peter Maselter
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Heidi Fehlhaber
Nancy & Tom Feinthel

Sylvester Fernandez & Eileen Binek

Sally G. Fisher

Amy & Jack Fistler

Holly Fistler & Andrew Leung
Steven & Karen Flink
Carolyn Forsell

Jennifer Freeburg

Jana Freeburg Hecker

Nancy H. Fushan

Daniel & Judith Gabriel
Patience & Bruce Gall

Paul & Queenie Gam
Jessica & Mike Gessner

Meri Golden & Thomas Homme
William & Susan Goldenberg
Jeffrey H. Goldenberg
Sharon K. Goligowski
Katherine Goodrich

Janet Gracia

Gerald & Joycelyn Grenz
Tom Grove

James & Nancy Guerino
Jon Haakenson

Kathryn & Paul Habegger

Allison Haberman

Carol & Ned Hancock
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James & Judith Hartmann

Margaret Hasse & David Grothe

Steve Hawley & Annie Wang

Jeff Haydock

Michael Hazard

Dean Heller

Mary K. Heltsley

Donald & Sandral.ee Henry Family Fund Renaissance
Charitable Foundation Inc.

Barbara Ann Herrmann

Lisa Hiebert

Kenneth & Arlene Holdeman

Stanley & Jane Hooper

Barbara P. Hovey

Stephanie & William Hubbard

Anne Hunter & Scott Taylor

Lynda Monick-Isenberg & Jay Isenberg
Emily M. Isenberg-Jones

Heidi Jeub

Charles M. Johnson

Elizabeth & Michael Jones

Lennie & Jill Kaufman

Brittany & Matthew Keefe

Edward P. Keenan

Diane & Gordon Kepner

Kiesel Family Fund at Bank of America Charitable Gift
Fund

Jeffrey & Lauren Kiesel

Loretta Kimmet-Mobley & Andy Mobley
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Vincent & Barbara King

Margaret Kinney
Judy & Edward Kishel (7)

Dana & Lori Klimp Charitable Giving Fund at

Bank of America Charitable Gift Fund

Julie Klosterman & Don Bolgrean Charitable Fund

at Schwab Charitable
Ellen Kniebel
Christina & Ole Koppang

Kopperud Family Unstoppable Good Drive (4)

Ryan Kopperud

Ruth Krider

Herbert & Amelia Kritzer
Marit Lee Kucera

Diane & William Kuhlmann
Gloria Kumagai & Steve Savitt
Jean M. Kummerow

Donald & Donna Landsverk
Kenyon S. Latham Jr.

Sarah Lauber

Mark & Nancy Lawrence
Theodore & Kathryn Lee
Andrew & Dandy Leizens
Irving & Gwen Lerner

Nan & Drake Lightner

Joan & Erik Linck

Lockhart Family Fund of Fidelity Charitable
Robin Lorenzen

Amy & Mark Lucas

Jennifer Lundblad (6)
Gerold & Gunda Luss
Richard & Jean Lynch Fund of the Catholic
Community Foundation
Lynn Macal

Stephen & Brenda Mahannah
Barbara & Paul Malamen
Kathleen H. Malchow
Laurence & Karin Margolis
Luana L. Marrier Holecek

Jill Marsh

Samantha & Victor Massaglia
John & Paula McClung
Donn & Bonnie McLellan
William McTeer

Doug & Janice Mead

Peter & Catherine Meier
Hamlin Metzger

David Miller

John W. Miller Jr.

Katherine Miller

James Moeller & Abby Sugahara
Donna Moores (2)

Marc Morrison

William & Imelda Mugglie

Sally Newbury & Crystal Ruiz
Bina & Bob Nikrin
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Chiaki & Daniel O’Brien

Donald & Mary Ellen Olson

Judy & Douglas Osland

Kim Osland

Jennifer & Zack Pelletier

Judi & Lorne Petkau

Bradway & Sandra Phillips

Anne Pick

James Plesser

Stephanie Pommier

Fred & Tashia Pomroy

Louis & Ea Porter

Jeffrey Prauer & Barbara Grossman
David & Susan Price

Steve & Terry Quigley

Beverly & Mark Robertson

Tracy Robertson

Rick & Marie Rodier (4)

Ronald & Debra Rogan

Susan Rotilie

Gregory T. Rotter

Maureen & Gordon Rudd

Greta Rudolph

James Rustad Charitable Fund of the St.
Paul & Minnesota Foundation
Ryan Family Donor Advised Fund, Morgan

Stanley, Inc.
Mary Sabatke
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Michael Salazar

William & Susan Sands

Kathryn Schleich

Wayne & Anne Schmieg

Ruth Ann Schumeister

Debra A. Serum

Elizabeth Tunheim Sheets

John Sheets

Terry E. Shima

Joyce & James Sidman Fund, Morgan Stanley, Inc.
Virajita Singh

James & Joanne Smith

Louis Smith

James N. Smola

Michael & Catherine Spengler Charitable Fund
James & Josie St Peter

Mimi & Jim Stake

Andrea Stern

Rebecca Stibbe

Marlene Stoehr & Valerie Stoehr
Cynthia C. Stokes

Jeannine & Alfredo Marquez
Dameun Strange & Corina Serrano
Mary Kay Stranik

Sonya & Daniel Sustacek

Ross Sutter & Mary Lofgren
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Michael & Nina Sweeney 1. Includes matching gifts

Anne Tallman 2. In memory of David White

Kay A. Thomas Fund of the St. Paul & Minnesota 3. In memory of Earl Fossom
Foundation 4. In memory of Brian Kopperud
Robin J Torgerson Charitable Fund at Schwab 5. In honor of Charlie Maguire
Charitable 6. In honor of Mimi Stake

Yvette & John Trotman 7. In honor of Dawne Brown White
Kathryn Tunheim 8. In honor of Joan Linck

Angela Urbanek

Joel Van Valen

Creative Legacy Circle
Kim Vanderwall

Karen R. Viskochil Emily Anne Tuttle
John P. Vuchetich Jean West

Gary & Susan Wahman Anonymous 2
Claudia Waring

Robert Warshawsky I n memOI‘y. oo

John & Sandra White

Dawne Brown White J €an weSt

Thomas & Barbara Wiberg This year, COMPAS received a transformative gift
Michael Wilhelrm from the estate of Jean West. Jean had a deep

IChae Inneimi
bond with COMPAS. She served on our board from
1997-1984. She was the vice president from 1981-82
and president from 1982-1983.

Lawrence A. Wilson
Maryann Wycoff

Toni R. Yeamans

Her final gift will enable people across Minnesota

to experience the joy of creativity. We are deeply
grateful.




Financials
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Fiscal Year 2024 Revenue
$1,729,614

- Foundation and Corporate Support = $561,951 - Special Events = $76,034
- Program Service Fees = $781,092 - In-kind Contributions = $15,466
- Government Grants = $182,982 Miscellaneous Revenue = $793
- Individual Donations = $104,366 - Investment = $6,930

Investment

0.4%

Foundation and Corporations
32.5%

Program Service Fees
45.2%

Government
10.6%
Individuals
6.0%

Inkind

0.9%

Event

4.4%




Financials
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Fiscal Year 2024 Expenses
$1,585,887

Direct Service Core Mission Support
- Creative Classroom = $550, 484 - Management & Governance = $251,841
- Creative Community = $681,653 - Fundraising = $101,909

Fundraising

6.4%

Management
15.9%

Creative Classroom
34.7%

Creative Community
43.0%




Board of Directors
—

Executive Committee

Liz Sheets, President Andrew Leizens, Strategic Planning Committee Chair
Tunheim RBC Wealth Management

Yvette Trotman, Past President Tracy Robertson, Secretary

MCTC, Retired Ecolab

Mimi Stake, Vice President Virajita Si.ngh,' Executive Committee At-Large

3M. Retired Minneapolis Institute of Art

Jeff Goldenberg, Treasurer
Press Gold Group

Amy Lucas, Secretary
Landscape Research LLC

L2R: Board members Sonya Smith gustééek, Ryéd
Liz Sheets, and Brittany Keefe at the EYA 2



https://www.compas.org/board/sonya-smith-sustacek/

Board of Directors
_—

Board Members

Iren Bishop
Target

Ann Dayton
Carleton College

Melissa Drwall-Hrad

The Travelers Companies, Inc.

Heidi Fehlhaber
Digi-Key Electronics

Jessica Gessner

Solventum, Global Channel Services
Steve Hawley Ph.D

Mayo Clinic

Brittany Keefe
DANCECO Performance Company

Ryan Kopperud
Kopperud & Co, LLC

Dr. Louis Porter I, Ph. D.
University of St Thomas

Greta Rudolph

8 Bridges Workshop

Sonya Sustacek

The Travelers Companies, Inc.

Dameun Strange
Studio Strange, Artistic Director & Artist



https://www.compas.org/board/sonya-smith-sustacek/

Staff
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Dawne Brown White
Executive Director

Julie Strand
Arts Program Director

Joan Humphrey Linck
Director of Strategic Development

Samantha Massaglia
Director of Marketing & Communications

Frank Sentwali Gardner
Principal Teaching Artist

Katie Schmieg Miller
Arts Program Manager

Jes Reyes
Arts Program Manager

Emrys Yang
Arts Program Coordinator

Carly Marsh

Intern

Adam Peoples
Intern
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