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Greater Minnesota School Arts Fund

Fiscal Year 2013 Guidelines

(For grants taking effect between July 1, 2012 and June 30, 2013)
The COMPAS Greater Minnesota School Arts Fund is made possible by gifts from individuals across Minnesota who participate in the United Arts Fund, a program of COMPAS.

COMPAS Vision and Mission 

Our vision is:  

· To strengthen people and communities in Minnesota by engaging them in the arts. 

Our mission is: 

· To enable people to experience and create the arts by connecting communities, cultures and artists.  
· To engage communities in providing support for cultural work at the grass-roots level.  
COMPAS Values 
We believe:
· The arts (including arts in education) play an essential role in society.  

· The people we serve are central to us.

· Learning is embedded in everything we do.

· Community needs (including the needs of schools) guide our work.

· Our relationships are mutually beneficial.

· The quality of our artistic partners sets us apart.

NEW THIS YEAR:   (please read carefully):

Greater Minnesota School Arts Fund Focus

The focus of the Greater Minnesota School Arts Fund (GMSAF) is to support partnerships between the arts community of Minnesota and schools outside the 10-county Twin Cities metro area  that demonstrate the value of arts in schools serving grades K-12. The GMSAF is particularly interested in the arts education-related work of artists and arts organizations whose primary service area is in Greater Minnesota.   
Greater Minnesota School Arts Fund Support  

Any new or existing collaborative efforts, projects, artist residencies, educational touring, activities, or programs that demonstrate the value of the arts in schools serving grades K-12 will be considered. The projects may include quality, meaningful arts discipline-based training or arts integration strategies within the larger curriculum depending on the school’s particular needs and interests. 
The COMPAS Greater Minnesota School Arts Fund is a competitive process. Applicants must compete annually for funding. Proposals will be evaluated on how well the proposed work furthers the GMSAF mission and meets the review criteria.  In the event COMPAS receives comparable  proposals that meet the program’s guidelines and review criteria, preference will be given to applicants from outside the Twin Cities metro area.  

MAXIMUM AWARD AMOUNT:   

$2,000
SUBMISSION DEADLINE:

January 30, 2012
NEW THIS YEAR:  (please read carefully)
Applications must be received via email (time-stamped) or hardcopy (mail or hand-delivered) by 4:00 p.m. on January 30, 2011:

· Email Address:

grants@compas.org
· Mailing Address:

Attn:  Grants Allocations Staff 

75 West 5th Street, Suite 304

Saint Paul, MN  55102 

Decisions will be announced by May 15, 2012  

COMPAS provides Technical Assistance for applicants during the proposal preparation period.  There are opportunities for 1:1 technical assistance until one week prior to submission deadline.
COMPAS will also offer a series of phone conference calls to review the guidelines and applications in November and December.   Details on dates/times and registration are available at:

http://compas.org/grants/greater-minnesota-school-arts-fund
Greater Minnesota School Arts Fund Rules and Applicant Eligibility

1. Applicant arts organization must be a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization registered with the IRS. No fiscal agents. Only one proposal per applicant will be accepted.

2. Applicant must be located in the state of Minnesota. 

3. The proposed programming must occur in a K-12 school located in Minnesota but outside the following 10-county Twin Cities metropolitan area:  Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, Scott, Washington, Isanti, Wright and Chisago.  Programming must occur primarily during regular school hours. 

4. One of the partners must have at least a three-year track record of producing art activities relevant to the proposed project. K-12 schools with 501(c)(3) status must involve outside artists or art producing organizations as partners.

5. A letter of support from each partner must be provided. Projects with yet-to-be-named partners are ineligible.

6. GMSAF funds may not be used for: 

· Endowments, 

· Capital improvements  and equipment, 

· Mortgage payments, 

· Property purchase 

· Building construction, 

· Deficit financing

· Administrative costs unrelated to the GMSAF sponsored art activities, 

· Fundraising events

· Projects which result in lobbying for particular legislation, promoting of a particular religious belief, are discriminatory, or in any way violate federal, state or local laws.

7.  If an applicant has not completed a prior grant(s) and submitted a final report to COMPAS by two years after the date of grant approval, they are not eligible to apply for further COMPAS grant support

8. COMPAS is not responsible for lost or damaged application materials due to shipping. 

9.  COMPAS, as a non-profit organization, is reliant on contributed funds from outside sources, and is limited by its organizational capacity and applicable laws. The ability of COMPAS to carry out its responsibilities identified in the guidelines is dependent on the above circumstances. If contributed funds are not forthcoming, are rescinded, terminated, or due to other unforeseen circumstances, COMPAS reserves the right not to make grants as described in these guidelines.
Greater Minnesota School Arts Fund Categories
Proposed projects can be new or a continuation of existing successful programs and/or collaborations. 

Grant Amount

The maximum grant awarded will be $2,000.

Timeline

All programs/projects must be completed within two years of the date the grant is approved.

Review Criteria:
Greater Minnesota School Arts Fund Support

The Grants Allocations Panel will review proposals based on the following criteria:
· Need for the Proposed Activity
· The specific need in the school that the proposed partnership will address is clearly defined, distinctive, and compelling.

· Meeting this need is likely to 1) strengthen school curriculum or 2) enhance students’ educational and/or creative experiences, and 3) address the schools’ stated needs in a specific and well-described way.  
· Meeting this need may also meet needs of families and the broader community.

· GMSAF support is important to meet this need.

· Connection of Arts/Education Activity to Stated Need 
· The target audience for the activity is well-defined (e.g. students, educators, families, others)

· The proposed activity/program goals and objectives are clear and realistic.

· The proposed activity connects to and is likely to address the stated need effectively.

· The proposed activity is consistent with the Greater Minnesota School Arts Fund mission.

· Artistic Vision and Purpose 
· The proposed activity is likely to offer an excellent artistic process for student participants and/or provide students with other specifically-defined benefits
and/or

· The proposed activity is likely to produce access to quality arts experiences that would not otherwise be available to a broad range of students.   

· Potential for Impact
· The applicant can describe anticipated results that are clear and reasonable.

· The results can be monitored and tracked.

· There is a reasonable possibility that the proposed activity will make a difference to the students, the school, the families and community (if applicable), and the arts organization.

Review Criteria:
Greater Minnesota School Arts Fund Support (con’t)
· Experience and Ability to Implement
· The applicant and/or partner(s) have a proven track record of producing projects of comparable undertaking.

· The budget is reasonable and appropriate to nature and scope of the proposed project and stated need.

Submission Procedures

For those submitting via email:
Applicants who submit via email will receive an automatic confirmation of receipt.  If you do not receive an immediate confirmation, please call COMPAS at 651-292-3263 by 4 p.m. on the deadline date.  Also, please note the following:

· Please submit your online application prior to deadline… everyone trying to submit at the same time at 3:59 could cause an email traffic jam!

· All emails must contain less than 10 MB of data and attachments

· We strongly encourage photo/PDF/jpg files be sent at the lowest resolution possible without compromising visual quality.  High res image attachments may cause your submission to bounce back

· If your submission does bounce back, please try again in a few minutes.

For those submitting via U.S. Mail or delivering to the COMPAS offices:

Those who submit hard copy proposals will receive email confirmation of receipt within 2 business days after the submission deadline.

Review Procedures 
The Grants Allocations Panel will evaluate the proposals and may include artists, arts administrators, teachers, and community leaders.

The Grants Allocations staff may contact applicants for organizational and budget clarifications.  The information will be provided to the Grant Allocations Panel.

Time Line 
· Decisions will be announced by May 15, 2012.  All applicants will receive written notification of grant decisions via U.S. mail.

· Funds will be awarded for FY 2013 grant support no later than September 15, 2012.
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