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You Need The Arts.
The Arts Need You.

United Arts Fund | A Program of COMPAS



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
What is United Arts Fund?

An important part of our mission is to engage communities in providing support to arts activities that work at the grass-roots level. We do that each year through COMPAS' United Arts Fund, Minnesota's only workplace giving fund for the arts.  COMPAS has a 57-year history of raising grant support from individuals in a variety of public and private sector institutions and companies.  This year we awarded 50 grants totaling $206,583 to 42 arts organizations across the state, made possible by the gifts of more than 2,000 United Arts Fund donors.  These projects run the gamut from theatre performances in homeless shelters, to arts education activities in schools devastated by budget cuts, to helping emotionally disturbed youth find their voice through the medium of jazz. 


Who does United Arts Fund Serve?

Arts organizations use the funds they receive from your donations to actively engage participants and audiences in musical, visual, performing and literary arts.  The results?  Access for people of all abilities is increased.  Students learn artistic, social, academic and life skills. You make Minnesota a vibrant place to live.


What are some of the Benefits of Workplace Giving?

*directs resources to those in need.
*connects employees to their communities.
*offers the ease of giving through payroll deduction.
*enhances company's employee involvement program.
*payroll deduction allows employees to contribute more than they could otherwise.


How can I set up a Workplace Giving Campaign at my workplace?

Contact Dan Adolphson, Director of Program Engagement at (651) 292-3215 or dan@compas.org to get started!

How is money raised through United Arts Fund distributed?

The Fund offers four different grant support programs:

General Fund (General Operations Support)
General Fund (Programs & Projects Support)
Greater Minnesota School Arts Fund (outside the TC metro area)
School Arts Fund (12-county Twin Cities metro area)


What is the grant allocation process for the School Arts Fund, Greater Minnesota School Arts Fund, and General Fund?
Each year, arts organizations across Minnesota are supported by United Arts Fund funding through annual rounds of competitive granting. Decisions are made by a panel representing the communities we serve—artists, educators, donors and community members. The panel's familiarity with school and community issues ensures that United Arts Fund supports arts activities that make a significant community impact and represent diversity in expression and culture.


Can I designate my United Arts Fund gift?

Yes, United Arts Fund accepts designations to any 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.


Is there an administrative cost for Designated Gifts?

Yes, United Arts Fund takes 15% out of the total designated gift amount for administrative support.


Is my contribution tax-deductible?

Yes, United Arts Fund is a program of COMPAS, which is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
