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ARTS AND DIVERSITY GRANT PROGRAM GUIDELINES
SPRING 2012

ELIGIBILITY

· Only 501(c)(3) non-profit organizations are eligible to apply

· Grants are specific to the St. Paul metro area

· One application per organization per year is allowed

· Requests will be considered up to $10,000

· Only proposals for project funding will be considered.  The following will not be funded:
· Organizations that discriminate on the basis of race, gender, religion, culture, age, physical disability, sexual orientation or status as a military veteran
· Sectarian religious organizations, unless it can be shows that the organization is seeking charitable funds in the direct interest of the whole community
· Veterans’ and fraternal organizations
· Political and lobbying organizations
· Benefits, fund-raisers, walk-a-thons, telethons, galas or other revenue-generating events
· Advertising
· Scholarships to individuals
· Health care or other health-related emergency assistance for individuals; direct delivery of health or medical services to individuals or groups; medical research, medical equipment; or hospital capital or operating funds
· Replacement of government funding
· Start-up, capital or operations of public or charter schools

· Human services such as counseling, chemical abuse or family programs
· Environmental programs
· Special events, except when the event is a key strategy in a continuum of efforts to achieve community goal in the foundation’s priority areas
REVIEW PROCEDURES AND CRITERIA 
A Travelers employee review panel will review proposals and make funding decisions, which are based on the following criteria:

· Artistic merit/quality of proposed activities

· Organization’s potential to effectively communicate diversity learning across communities

· Organization’s history of directly serving low-income communities, specifically youth in the East Metro

· Organization's history of successfully producing similar/comparable art activities

· Demonstrated need for activity in the community

· Ability of organization to effectively involve the community in its work
· Ability of organization to effectively carry out the activity

· Budget

SUBMISSION DEADLINE & PROCEDURES

Applications are due Monday, March 5, 2012.  Please download the application to your computer and complete as directed. Please read the application carefully as minor changes have been made from past versions.  To submit, use the body of the email as your cover letter and attach the completed application, and send to Ricka Kohnstamm at ricka@kohnstamm.com.

AWARD NOTIFICATION
Funding decisions will be announced within approximately 16 weeks of application deadline.
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

For assistance regarding the application process or guidelines, please contact Ricka Kohnstamm at (651) 789-1262 or ricka@kohnstamm.com.  For assistance regarding document download from the COMPAS website, please contact Dan Adolphson, Director of Program Engagement, at (651) 292-3215 or dan@compas.org.
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